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In reaction to Friday’s Inauguration, a 
Women’s March was planned for Wash-
ington D.C. Sister marches sprang up 
in major cities around the U.S. as well. 
Numerous students from Saint Mary’s 
attended these protests as well.
The Women’s March in San Francisco 
began gathering at 3:00 p.m. at the Civic 
Center, with the actual march starting at 
5:00 p.m. By early afternoon, Market St. 
was already buzzing with many people in 
their umbrellas, rain jackets, pink bean-
ies, and witty signs. 
As the crowd gathered in front of the 
San Francisco City Hall, many walked 
around to display and parade their signs 
and posters. The most common signs fre-
quently referred to Donald Trump. For 
example: “I’m a Nasty Woman” or “P***y 
Grabs Back” were popular slogans. 
Given Trump’s numerous comments 
displaying his disregard, disrespect, and 
contempt towards women and women’s 
issues, the Women’s March was a neces-
sary space for women to only speak up, 
but to also be heard.
Prior to the march, the people holding 
the signs were as interesting as the signs 
they bore. There were men wearing t-
shirts that read “This is what a feminist 
looks like” and a child wearing a Princess 
Leia costume with a sign that said, “A 
woman’s place is in the Resistance.” 
Overall, the march felt like a celebra-
tion. People were taking pictures with 
their friends, and many came with their 
families and children.
The march from the Civic Center to 
the Ferry Building was slow. It took 45 
minutes of tangled umbrellas and wig-
gling through the crowd just to get out to 
Market St. Although the downpour began 
as soon as the march officially began, the 
crowd’s spirits never let up. 
If anything, the rain incited more 
festive cheer and louder yelling. Even 
though many of the signs were ruined by 
the rain, the march kept going.
Although there seemed to be a focus on 
women’s reproductive rights, the Wom-
en’s March stood for all issues facing all 
women: access to reproductive health, 
equal pay, paid parental leave, human 
trafficking, violence against women, and 
much more. 
What was most important about this 
march was its understanding of inter-
sectionality. The Women’s March was 
for all women. For women of color. For 
LGBTQIA+ folks. For disabled women. 
For immigrant women. For mothers, 
sisters, and daughters.
BY FRANCES FONTANILLA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
GAELS4JUSTICE volunteered at White Pony Express, helping to deliver fresh produce. (Courtesy of Mandy Nakaya) 
Everyday, millions of individuals go 
without food in countries, such as the U.S., 
that have productive economies. The issue 
is that these people are no less hungry than 
their peers in less developed areas. Food 
waste has become a phenomenon that has 
recently been generating more awareness, 
especially in the states where food retail-
ers will throw out immense amounts of 
food, even if they have not perished. This 
is mainly because of “sell by” dates or new 
inventory. 
To combat this issue, a relatively new 
program, called the White Pony Express 
(WPE) was founded on Sept. 22, 2013 by Dr. 
Carol Weyland Conner. She became aware 
of the depth of hunger and poverty in the 
Contra Costa County and felt the intense 
need to create a program that addressed 
these issues. 
According to WPE’s executive coordina-
tor Gary Conner, the amount of food waste 
in America is excessive. Conner stated, 
“That’s enough food for 3.5 million meals!” 
However, Conner advised everyone, “Never 
view White Pony Express as a charity. View 
it as a family. Just as you wouldn’t want your 
brother to go hungry, you wouldn’t want 
others to go hungry. Just as you wouldn’t 
want your child to wear tattered clothes, 
you wouldn’t want others to have the same.” 
This perspective is highlighted by their 
guiding principle, unity. They uphold this 
value by ensuring that no one suffers from 
want when there are ways to aid them, em-
brace them, and serve all of those in need. 
In collaboration with Saint Mary’s, WPE 
has formed an active partnership with 
the first year’s Gaels4Justice Living and 
Learning Community. Students who are 
part of this program dedicate their time to 
volunteer every other Sunday, allocating 
their time between helping out with one of 
WPE’s three programs: Food Rescue, Free 
General Store, or the White Pony Inn. 
Steve Spraitzer, who is in charge of White 
Pony Express’s Public Relations, mentioned 
that their Food Rescue program, “delivers 
more than 5,000 pounds of fresh, top-qual-
ity food free — every day, seven days a week 
— to groups that feed the county’s hungry. 
Each day, WPE Food Rescue volunteers 
take trucks to supermarkets, restaurants, 
and farmers markets where they pick up 
surplus food...After sorting the food, WPE 
volunteers deliver it to Contra Costa non-
profit groups that feed the hungry.”
Their second program, the Free General 
Store, has “gathered and given away more 
than 250,000 items of new or like-new 
clothing and more than 75,000 toys, books 
and games to people in underserved parts of 
the county.” The store travels to host-sites, 
churches, schools, or community centers 
and are set up like department stores, 
where thousands and thousands of items 
are all cleaned, pressed, and sized to be put 
onto racks. 
They have a unique process, where pa-
trons are allowed to browse for 45 minutes, 
before the store is temporarily closed down. 
During this brief break, the store is totally 
restocked. Connor states that they have 
this procedure in place “so no one feels like 
they’re being left out by being the second or 
third group.”
White Pony Inn is their third program, 
which specializes in aiding the homeless. Al-
beit still being in their experimental stage, 
WPE is taking care to expand this program 
to provide the basic necessities required 
for individuals and families that struggle to 
meet these challenges. 
All of their efforts have certainly not gone 
unnoticed, as they have garnered several ac-
colades in the past few years. Some of these 
awards include the San Francisco Founda-
tion’s John R. May Innovation Award, the 
East Bay Leadership Council’s Outstanding 
Collaborative Project Award, and Sustain-
able Contra Costa’s Food Systems Innova-
tion Award. Their founder, Dr. Conner, was 
given the honor of being a Jefferson Award 
winner, a Threads of Hope visionary, and a 
Hometown Hero. 
Those interested in volunteering can 
contact Mandy Nakaya at mandy@white-
ponyexpress.org or at (925) 818-6361. Those 
interested in making a donation can call 
their Hotline at (925) 322-0604 or email 
dispatcher@whiteponyexpress.org. For those 
interested in making a financial contribu-
tion, please contact Gary Conner at gary@
whiteponyexpress.org or Isa Campbell at 
isa@whiteponyexpress.org.
OPPOSING VIEWS: PROS AND 
CONS OF OBAMA’S LEGACY
Students present thoughts on 
the success of former president, 
Barack Obama’s, time in office. 
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White Pony Express gives over 3.5 million meals
First-year Gaels4Justice volunteer their time to help feed the hungry
BY TERRILYN HO
NEWS EDITOR
Inauguration aftermath: Women’s March in SF 
 (Eliana Batrez/COLLEGIAN) 
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world 
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when 
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
                   —Ted Turner
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Crime Beat
1/6/17  3:30 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm 
Synopsis: Water flow activation 
(false alarm) in Ageno A; referred to 
Facilities Services and Residential 
Experience 
1/7/17  7:00 a.m.
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Use of special access key 
in Guerrieri East due to card key 
not working; referred to Facilities 
Services and Campus Housing
1/7/17  2:17 p.m.
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Use of key access for 
Guerrieri East dorm room; referred 
to Facilities Services and Campus 
Housing 
1/8/17  9:30 a.m.
Incident: Vandalism 
Synopsis: Fire extinguisher dis-
charged in Dante Hall; referred to 
Facilities Services 
1/9/17  2:15 a.m.
Incident: Medical Assist 
Synopsis: Student with leg and 
calf pain in Assumption Hall was 
transported by friend to John Muir 
Hospital; referred to Health and 
Wellness Center
1/9/17  2:15 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm 
Synopsis: Smoke detector activated 
due to lit candle in Augustine Hall 
(no fire, smoking, scorching); re-
ferred to Residential Experience 
and Facilities Services
1/10/17  2:00 p.m.
Incident: Theft 
Synopsis: Missing bike in Ageno 
West; case suspended 
1/10/17  4:15 p.m.
Incident: Suspicious Circumstances 
Synopsis: Possible sexual assault in 
residence hall - under investigation; 
referred to Community Life 
1/11/17  9:45 a.m.
Incident: Damage to Building 
Synopsis: Tree branch fell on roof of 
Siena Hall (President’s residence) 
due to heavy wind and rain during 
the night; referred to Facilities Ser-
vices and Loss Prevention
1/11/17  11:00 a.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Staff member with medi-
cal issue was transported to John 
Muir Hospital; referred to Human 
Resources 
1/11/17  3:06 p.m.
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Roommate conflict in 
Mitty Hall; referred to Community 
Life 
1/11/17  7:29 p.m.
Incident: Information 
Synopsis:  Use of key access for 
Guerrieri East dorm room; referred 
to Campus Housing 
1/12/17  3:00 p.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Student with knee pain 
in Syufy Performing Arts Center 
transported to Health and Wellness 
Center; referred to Health and Well-
ness Center 
1/13/17  9:45 p.m.
Incident: Suspicious Circumstances 
Synopsis: Suspected stalking off 
campus; referred to Moraga Police 
Department 
1/15/17  6:30 p.m. 
Incident: Fire Alarm 
Synopsis: Food cooking activated 
alarm in Freitas Hall (no fire, smok-
ing, scorching); referred to Resi-
dential Experience and Facilities 
Services 
1/16/17  1:15 a.m.
Incident: Welfare Check 
Synopsis: Intoxicated guest in Age-
no East; referred to Community Life 
1/17/17  5:00 p.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Student passed out in 
Alioto Recreation Center, escorted 
to room by Moraga Orinda Fire De-
partment (no transport); referred to 
Health and Wellness Center
1/18/17  11:40 a.m.
Incident: Welfare Check 
Synopsis: (Unfounded) Student in 
De La Salle found to be ok; referred 
to CAPS
1/18/17  3:00 p.m.
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Abandoned vehicle at 
practice field towed by Lafayette 
Police Department; case closed 
1/19/17  12:30 p.m.
Incident: Information 
Synopsis: Family conflict in Ageno B; 
referred to Residential Experience
 Women’s March Breaks Re-
cords After Inauguration
In Washington D.C. and cities 
across the world, voices were 
being raised in the aftermath of 
the inauguration. Women from 
all over rallied together, defiant 
against the man who defeated 
the one that many thought would 
become the first female president. 
The words “love trumps hate” 
resonated for miles along the 
road leading to LA’s City Hall. Sev-
eral women and men donned pink 
“pussy hats,” which featured cat 
ears sticking from the top. Despite 
the immense of women in protest, 
statistics show that roughly 53 
percent of white women voted for 
Trump, and some noted that the 
women’s march does not repre-
sent all women. 
 Search for Missing Malaysia 
Flight Stops
The mysterious disappearance 
of the Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 
occurred nearly three years ago, 
and on Friday, Jan. 19, the long-
held search for this aircraft was 
officially deemed to be over. The 
tragic event, which claimed the 
lives of 239 individuals who were 
on the flight, remains an unsolved 
mystery. Researchers have con-
cluded that this search has been 
the largest and most expensive 
search in aviation history after 
spending $160 million and me-
ticulously travelled 46,000 square 
miles to the Indian Ocean seabed 
only to end up back where they had 
started — with nothing. For the 
families of these 239 passengers, 
closure will remain difficult in the 
face of this response. 
 Earthquake in Italy Causes 
Massive Avalanche
After the avalanche in Italy, 
the death toll reached five as 
the search amongst hotel rubble 
continues. Hotel Rigopiano was 
struck on Wednesday, resulting in 
the snow blanketing the isolated 
building in the Apennine Moun-
tains. Authorities say that 23 indi-
viduals were in the hotel when the 
episode happened. Only 11 have 
been found alive so far, includ-
ing four children and two others 
who were outside the hotel when 
the avalanche hit. The death toll 
is expected to continue rising as 
rescuers work around the debris.
 Vegemite Does Not Come 
from Down Under
For most, when people hear the 
word Vegemite, it is inevitable that 
Australia will automatically come 
to mind. For some Australians, this 
well-loved spread is a must-eat 
on Australia Day. However, what 
some may be surprised to know 
is that up until now, Vegemite 
has been American-owned for 
decades. Based in Illinois, the 
company gave up their rights and 
decided to sell Vegemite to Bega 
Cheese Limited, an Australian 
dairy company. There was posi-
tive feedback from Australians 
all around for the yeasty, staple 
spread that had finally found its 
rightful place back home. 
 More than 100 fighters in 
Syria Killed by U.S. Airstrike
As Obama’s time in office neared 
its end, he gave out one last order. 
This order allowed an Air Force 
B-52 bomber to carry a punish-
ing airstrike on a training camp 
of Al Qaeda in Syria. The point of 
impact was located west of Aleppo 
and more than 100 fighters were 
killed. Armed drones also aided 
the operation, which was part 
of the second major strike car-
ried out by American warplanes 
during President Obama’s last 
hours in the White House. These 
airstrikes highlight the challenges 
Trump will face after announcing 
during his inauguration speech 
that his will fight against Islamic 
terrorism. 
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New art installation draws attention to police brutality
BY JACOB TURNROSE
OPINION EDITOR
“The Silencing of Black Bodies: 
#BlackLivesMatter,” is currently 
on display in Gallery 160, located 
accross the Soda Center, until Feb. 8. 
The artist, Eno Akan-Etuk, is a Saint 
Mary’s student graduating after Jan 
Term with a major in Art Therapy — 
a major she created.
Akan-Etuk’s primary medium 
is the mannequin. Upon entering 
the installation space, the viewer 
faces four bodies, three of which are 
strewn across the galley floor while 
one is hung from the ceiling with 
a noose around its neck. Candles 
outlining the bodies make them 
glow in an room that is otherwise 
completely dark. From the candle-
light, one can see the holes riddled 
throughout, resembling gunshots. 
One of the bodies on the floor has 
a gaping hole in its back. This re-
sembles a fractured spine, like that of 
Freddie Gray, Akan-Etuk said.
Three of bodies have a single word 
etched into their backs, spelling out 
the controversial phrase “All Lives 
Matter.” 
“If all lives matter, why does it 
seem like black lives don’t matter 
right now?” Akan-Etuk asked. 
 The body hanging from the ceil-
ing is distinctively a woman. This 
is meant to highlight the lack of 
attention given toward female and 
non-cisgendered victims of police 
brutality,  according to Akan-Etuk.  
Incorporated into the installation 
is a four and half minute audio clip 
consisting of Nina Simone’s rendi-
tion of “Strange Fruit,” as well as 
audio taken from Alton Sterling’s 
death. This audio plays while viewers 
walk throughout the room. 
Originally, Akan-Etuk’s art instal-
lation was supposed to be focused 
on mental illness. She changed her 
mind when Alton Sterling was shot 
and killed by a police officer over the 
summer in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
Instead, she created an installation 
meant to highlight police brutality, 
the black community’s relationship 
with the police, and the apprehen-
sion that defines it.  
“This [issue] feels more pressing 
and it feels like people may be able 
to resonate with it more easily,” 
Akan-Etuk said. Police brutality is 
considered a national issue, but it 
is felt locally, even here in Moraga.
“I even know people...in Moraga 
who have had anxiety inducing run-
ins with the police,” Akan-Etuk said.
Some of Akan-Etuk’s friends have 
texted her, letting her know of such 
run-ins in real time. “[They let] me 
know just in case because they don’t 
know what’s going to happen,” Akan-
Etuk said. “It shouldn’t be that way.”
For Akan-Etuk, this installation 
is a manifestation of certain senti-
ments that she, as well many in black 
communities, feel. Black people 
being targeted is one such senti-
ment mentioned. For the viewer, 
the installation is meant to provoke 
questions. Akan-Etuk brought up 
the noose in the room, juxtaposing 
current instances of police brutal-
ity with segregation era lynchings. 
“What is [my] point in comparing 
the two?,” Akan-Etuk asked. “It’s up 
to the viewer to come up with their 
own interpretation.”
Campus 
Calendar
The Campus Calendar column 
is a service highlighting major 
events of the week. To include 
your event, email details to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations, 
we cannot list individual 
club meetings.
Jan Term Speaker Series: Safi-
ya Umoja Noble
Wednesday, January 25 
1:00-2:30 p.m. 
Hagerty Lounge
Contact Paul Ebenkamp
pe1@stmarys-ca.edu
INVEST: Culturally Conscious 
Tourism Tier 2
Thursday, January 26
6:00 p.m.
Delphine Hall (Intercultural 
Center)
Contact Legacy Lee
x8358
Swing Dance Club 
Thursday, January 26
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Syufy Hall: Dance Studio 
Contact SMC Swing Dance Club 
swing@stmarys-ca.edu 
Film and discussion: “(Dis)
Honesty: The Truth About 
Lies”
Monday, January 30 
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Hagerty Lounge
Contact Paul Ebenkamp
pe1@stmarys-ca.edu
Labyrinth Meditation
Tuesday, January 31 
10:30 AM or 2:30 PM
Claeys Lounge
Contact Pamela Thomas
pthomas@stmarys-ca.edu 
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Campus Snapshots
STUDENTS VISIT ROYAL PALACE OF MADRID which is also known as the Patrimonio Nacional. 
Students have learned about art, architecture, and culture in Spain. (Courtesy of Arianna Segura)
JAN TERM TRAVEL 
EDITION
IRELAND: THE TERRIBLE BEAUTY has students visit St. Colman’s Cathedral and the Titanic 
Memorial. (Courtesy of Emily Lopes)
A BUSY STREET IN LONDON where Jan Term students get to learn about the history of science 
and explore this historic, lively city. (Courtesy of Daniel Keever)
WOMEN’S MARCH IN KATHMANDU, NEPAL was supported by students taking the Journey to 
Kathmandu: The Living Tradition Jan Term class. (Courtesy of Emily Van Liederkerke)
BOAT RIDE ON GANGES RIVER in the city of Varanasi, India. The Aesthetic of India class 
enjoyed a gorgeous view of the sunset. (Sofia Jeremias/COLLEGIAN) 
Check out where your peers are in the world, from London all the way to India!
ZAYRA RIVERA visits the Teotihuacan Pyramid of the Sun as part of the Mexico: Tradition and 
Modernity course. (Zayra Rivera/COLLEGIAN)
“Beauty and the Beast” trailers leave viewers awestruck
“A Series of Unfortunate Events” haunts Netflix  
BY CAMILLA MARAIS
CULTURE EDITOR
4
I don’t know how many of 
your childhoods went, but I 
can say that much of mine was 
spent in the library. From the 
“Magic Tree House” to Roald 
Dahl, and of course Lemony 
Snicket, characters from these 
fantastical worlds grew near 
and dear to my heart. So, as you 
can imagine, I was overjoyed 
when I heard that Netflix would 
be premiering “A Series of Un-
fortunate Events” this year. To 
see each book, character, and 
plot twist displayed on my own 
little screen was enough to put 
me in the best mood for several 
days. My excitement dimmed 
as the days went on, and I was 
suddenly faced with an entirely 
new emotion: Fear that the in-
terpretation of the series would 
not be up to par. Would Count 
Olaf look as grim as the books 
described him? Would Sunny be 
as cute as I had imagined? Was 
Uncle Monty’s house as fantas-
tic as it seems? 
These questions haunted me 
up until the series finally de-
buted. To address the logistics 
of the show, four of the books 
are broken up into two episodes. 
This resulted in eight episodes 
in the first season, total. Person-
ally, I think this is a genius way 
to get all the important details 
while still being time sensitive 
to viewers. I’m still waiting for 
them to apply this to the “Harry 
Potter” series, but that’s a dis-
cussion for another day. Neil 
Patrick Harris headlines the 
series while playing the villain, 
Count Olaf. Patrick Warburton 
plays the mysterious Lemony 
Snicket ( his voice is perfect 
for the part), while the series’ 
author, Daniel Handler, wrote 
and co-executive produced the 
series.  Overall,  the series is 
already off to a great start. The 
AV applauded the production 
team for their exquisite work, 
“In a further improvement over 
2004’s A Series Of Unfortunate 
Events, the Snicket of this ver-
sion is not quite narrator yet 
not quite active participant, 
popping on and off screen (of-
ten in scenically appropriate 
wardrobe) to advance the story 
or tee up one of the series’ faux-
illuminating asides. He’s a con-
nection to the material’s literary 
roots in addition to a playful 
televisual device, and Warbur-
ton’s dry delivery is an ideal fit 
for the role. In perpetual dead-
pan, he underscores Snicket’s 
characteristic warnings that A 
Series Of Unfortunate Events 
will bring viewers only pain and 
misery, an in-joke echoed in an 
ever-mutating theme song sung 
by Harris.” 
Despite the obviously unfor-
tunate nature of the series, the 
set of the episodes are filled 
with exuberant and fantastical 
features. Uncle Monty, as well as 
his home, are created in animat-
ed style, and Count Olaf ’s manor 
is beyond haunting. The three 
Baudelaire children are played 
by Malina Weissman,  Louis 
Hynes, and Presley Smith. They 
embody Violet’s wit, Claus’ dis-
cernment, and Sunny’s spirit to 
a T. The amount of joy I got from 
seeing these characters being 
put to life is amazing. Variety 
Magazine agreed with me, “The 
most difficult element of “A 
Series of Unfortunate Events” 
is also the essence of its charm — 
its straightforward, unadorned 
recounting of the terrible things 
children are vulnerable to, pre-
cisely because they are young, 
innocent, and supposed to mind 
their elders. The Baudelaire 
children spend the entire series 
trying to get adults to take their 
well-founded fears seriously, as 
they are knocked about, tricked, 
stolen from, and sent to live 
in squalor. But even the best-
intentioned adults around them 
are frail creatures, too — blinded 
by ambition, neuroses, or simple 
selfishness.” With Handler en-
suring the script is true to the 
book, and Neil Patrick Harris 
being chillingly awesome, the 
series is a treat for Lemony 
Snicket fans of any level. 
However, even I had a few 
critiques for the series. First 
and foremost, the animation for 
baby Sunny is less than ideal. I 
understand that this is a series, 
not a movie, and one premiered 
on the internet at that. How-
ever, both the pixels and obvious 
animation intervention on baby 
Sunny ’s face was distracting, 
taking away from the world of 
Lemony Snicket.  Hopefully, 
if a second season progresses, 
the resources and time to do 
Sunny justice will be allocated. 
Secondly, despite the truly bril-
liant script, the acting is a little 
cheesy. The beautifully writ-
ten lines are often overlooked 
for the very predictable tone 
and manner of the actors; my 
friends and I thought the series 
deserved a much more invigo-
rating representation of the dia-
logue. However, these critiques 
are not negative for the series; 
in fact, they are only making the 
possibility of a second season 
even more likely. With these few 
areas of improvement, Handler 
can go on to perfect the rest of 
the seasons. At least, that’s what 
I’m hoping for.
BY NATASHA YERRAMILLI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Disney’s live action “Beauty 
and the Beast,” coming out later 
this year, is a great way to kick off 
the new year. The Beast is played 
by Dan Stevens, who was also in 
“Night at the Museum: Secret 
of the Tomb.” Belle is played by 
Emma Watson, who is most well-
known for her role as Hermione 
in the “Harry Potter” film adapta-
tions. Watson said she is thrilled 
to be playing Belle, as “Beauty and 
the Beast” is one of her favorite 
childhood movies. She feels like 
she’s five again, reliving the magic. 
Watson also talked about how this 
movie is not only geared towards 
kids, but that adults get some-
thing out of it.
The film brings a sense of hope 
and optimism that children have, 
which we often lose as adults. 
She said she likes how it is not 
a typical love story, like many 
Disney movies are. In the begin-
ning of the movie, Belle and the 
Beast strongly dislike each other. 
Then they grow to be friends, and 
throughout the movie begin to fall 
in love. It’s not love at first sight 
like many movies rely on. 
In an interview, Watson was 
asked if she could play any char-
acter in any Disney movie, who 
she would like to play. She replied 
the Beast; she would be intrigued 
to play a character with darkness 
and goodness inside of them, as 
the duality it would be a lot of 
fun. In the movie, Watson also 
decided not to wear a corset and 
show her natural figure. A lot of 
Disney movies create unrealistic 
body images, so Watson is mak-
ing a statement by not wearing 
a corset. She is a strong advocate 
for women’s rights, stating that 
feminist issues, such as body im-
age, are things that people need 
to create a continuous dialogue 
about. 
Disney princesses have very 
small waistlines, and many girls 
noticed in the movie “Frozen” 
during the song “Let It Go” Elsa’s 
waist shrinks as she changes her 
outfit. I think it is a nice change 
that Emma Watson is not wearing 
a corset and trying to promote a 
healthy body image. 
Many people are looking for-
ward to the impressive cast, a 
few songs, and Emma Watson’s 
interpretation of Belle as an in-
ventor as opposed to a princesses 
without a career path in mind. I 
will be a guest at this movie with 
high expectations.
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Is campus a little too quiet for 
you? The good thing is that you can 
change that. All you have to do is put 
on some music. Not sure where to 
start? No worries. Below are some 
song suggestions that are intended 
to make Jan Term a little better. 
“Castle on the Hill” by Ed 
Sheeran
Ed’s back with new music. Often 
times students use their free time 
in Jan Term to try something new 
or something old. Listen to this on 
your hike up to the cross on the hill.
“Mr. Blue Sky” by Electric 
Light Orchestra
Rain not exactly your favorite 
weather? Although January has 
shown us a good amount of gloomy 
days, this feel good song might just 
cheer you up and get you excited for 
sunny ones.
“Solo Dance” by Martin Jen-
sen
Looking for a song that isn’t 
about about falling for the perfect 
someone? Listen to this one and 
embrace occasions where you set 
time and space for yourself. 
“All Night” by The Vamps and 
Matoma
If you’re find yourself up all night 
during this Jan Term, most likely 
from all the fun...or studying...then 
consider adding this chill song to 
one of your playlists.
“Jungle” by Tash Sultana
Australian singer-songwriter, 
Tash Sultana, shows her listeners 
what good vibes are in this song that 
incorporates her unique vocals and 
excellent guitar skills.
“Sweet Caroline” by Neil Dia-
mond
This song never gets old, espe-
cially at basketball games. If you 
haven’t heard this song before, give 
it a listen so that you can sing along 
with Gael Force and Sports Band 
in McKeon.
“Love Me” by The 1975
Don’t lose touch with reality this 
year, remember that people are go-
ing to love you or hate you. This year 
is not the year for negative thoughts, 
so play this song for some good lyr-
ics and rad bursts of electric guitar.
“Angela” by The Lumineers
This song is the perfect one to 
listen to when you’re sitting on 
your bed and watching the rain fall 
outside your window. Let Wesley 
Shultz’ folky vocals help you relax 
this Jan Term.
“White Winter Hymnal” by 
Fleet Foxes
The last day of winter is March 
20, so why not listen to a song about 
the season? This song doesn’t really 
explain too much about winter, but 
it is sure is a piece with great harmo-
nies and a catchy sound.
“No Problem” by Chance 
the Rapper ft. Lil Wayne and 2 
Chainz
If you’re looking for a song by 
three well-known artists go ahead 
and listen to this. Let the title of 
this song be one of your mantras 
this Jan Term.
“What Dreams are Made Of” 
by Hilary Duff
Traveling, or wish you were, this 
Jan Term? Listening to this song 
may just mentally transport you to 
the place of your dreams.  
Ultimate 
Jan Term  
playlist
BY ADRIANA AVILA 
STAFF WRITER
EMMA WATSON AND DAN STEVENS embrace two of Walt Disney’s most beloved characters in live-action. (Courtesy of Digital Spy)
NEIL PATRICK HARRIS portrays the grim and scheming Count Olaf, the “guardian” to the three Baudelaire children. (Courtesy of Collider)
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BBC’s “Sherlock” comes to a conclusion
BY AEDAN RICHTER
STAFF WRITER
Tight situations, fast thinking, 
brilliant opponents, and the occa-
sional witty remark were ever pres-
ent in the final “Sherlock” episode. 
This past Sunday, Jan. 15, the last 
ever “Sherlock” episode aired. The 
show that has captivated so many 
viewers and created such obsessive 
fans is sadly over.
For those of you who don’t know, 
“Sherlock” is a Masterpiece Clas-
sics TV show based off of Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes 
stories. The show has been around 
since 2010. Each season is only 
three episodes long, but to make 
the painfully short seasons better, 
each episode is an hour and a half 
long. The fourth season is its last. It 
is surprising how attached a person 
can become to characters who have 
only been with you for 13 episodes, 
but nevertheless, they have made 
lasting impressions on many view-
ers. The show takes place in modern 
London and the series starts with the 
meeting of Sherlock Holmes, played 
by Benedict Cumberbatch, and Dr. 
John Watson, played by Martin 
Freeman. The show focusses on 
their friendship and the crimes they 
solve together.
While the final episode did have 
many of the elements it is known 
for, the episode was different from 
the rest. It just did not feel the same, 
making me sad to have the last epi-
sode be one that I most likely will not 
go back and re-watch with fondness. 
This last episode did not take place in 
London but in a prison on an island. 
Sherlock, Mycroft (his brother), and 
Watson are joined together to face 
Sherlock’s most dangerous enemy 
yet, his long-lost sister.
The whole season—the previous 
two episodes—was leading up this 
inevitable encounter between bril-
liant siblings. This episode from the 
beginning was much more dark and 
disturbing than most, and it took 
a deep look into Sherlock’s past. 
Though the episodes always have 
dark and disturbing elements, they 
are mixed in with witty dialogue and 
general Sherlock quirkiness.
The episodes can span weeks—
even months—in the hour and a 
half story, whereas this episode took 
place in one very tense day. It was 
well done, but I was not left feeling 
content with the show being over. 
Personally, I was really hoping for 
Irene Adler—The Woman—to make 
a reappearance, but sadly the one 
woman, up until this show, who has 
ever outsmarted him and piqued 
his interest was left out. The show, 
though widely popular and in no way 
running out of steam, it was forced 
to come to an end because of the 
popularity and busy schedules of the 
main actors. Benedict Cumberbatch 
has become an increasingly desir-
able actor and was just in the new 
Marvel movie, “Doctor Strange.” 
Martin Freeman, who played Wat-
son, was in “The Hobbit” trilogy as 
Bilbo Baggins.
The episode did not seem totally 
final. Maybe that is just my wishful 
thinking, but I think an opening 
was most definitely left for more 
episodes to take place. A general 
wrapping up took place in the last 
few minutes of the show, but space 
was left for more shows to be made. 
For now, we must be content to just 
re-watch episodes on Netflix, over 
and over again.
VIEWERS SAID A SAD GOODBYE during the series’ final episode. (Courtesy of Neon Tommy)
Queer an-
ime is his-
tory on ice
BY KIMI SCHIEFER
STAFF WRITER
Dealing an unprecedented blow 
to critics that say that LGBTQIA+ 
representation has a negative 
effect on viewership, the anime 
“Yuri!!! On Ice” swept the massive-
ly popular Crunchyroll 2016 An-
ime Awards, claiming six awards. 
Crunchyroll, one of the most popu-
lar streaming websites for anime, 
utilized a panel of independent 
judges to select nominees for cat-
egories such as Best Hero and Best 
Drama, and the selection of the 
winners was put to a popular vote. 
“Yuri!!! On Ice” features two male 
ice skating competitors, Yuri Kat-
suki and his longtime skating idol 
Viktor Nikiforov. The two grow 
close when Viktor retires from 
skating to become Yuri’s coach, and 
their close interactions that begin 
as instances of harmlessly flirty 
slapstick humor culminate in a 
committed romantic relationship 
about halfway through the show’s 
first season.
Many viewers who began watch-
ing the show when it first aired 
were skeptical of Yuri and Viktor’s 
potential relationship, despite the 
strong hints of romantic tension. 
There has been much talk over 
the years of how featuring a queer 
relationship on television could 
have negative effects on a show’s 
following and potential profit, 
and with Viktor and Yuri both 
coming from countries (Russia 
and Japan, respectively) that have 
been criticized for their treatment 
of LGBTQIA+ issues, many fans 
were reluctant to assume that 
“Yuri!!! On Ice” would break any 
representation barriers. Though 
Yuri and Viktor often ended up 
in bathhouses together and com-
mitted vaguely sexual verbal faux 
pas because of their language 
barrier, many fans cautioned oth-
ers against hoping for anything 
substantial to happen in their 
relationship. However, many fans 
were ultimately optimistic even 
before the climactic kiss, produc-
ing merchandise and art depicting 
the two together.
The practice of putting two char-
acters in homoerotic situations 
without explicitly condoning or 
featuring a relationship has been 
coined “queerbaiting,” and it is a 
practice that purveyors of sports 
animes are all too familiar with. 
Many other popular animes depict 
close same-sex friendships that 
could be considered to verge on 
queerness, but content creators 
have a pattern of ultimately shying 
away from showing any relation-
ships that are for anything but 
comedic effect. The purpose seems 
to be to gather a following of queer 
viewers, while avoiding potentially 
alienating heterosexual audience 
members.
But “Yuri!!! On Ice” seems to 
have set a new precedent for the 
potential of overtly queer char-
acters in anime. Not only did the 
show win in traditional categories, 
but Yuri and Viktor’s relation-
ship occupied the spotlight of the 
award season. Considering “Yuri!! 
On Ice’s” critical and commercial 
success, perhaps Yuri Katsuki will 
be the first in a long line of non-
heterosexual protagonists.
Part of Tow-
er of Power 
hit by train
BY CARSON KING
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
A highlight of my first Jan 
Term at Saint Mary’s College was 
seeing the legendary East Bay 
R&B group Tower of Power at 
Yoshi’s in Oakland. As my friend 
and I, chilled by the January air, 
waited in line on the sidewalk to 
collect our tickets, the cacopho-
ny of a band warming up mingled 
with the rumbling of trains pass-
ing through Jack London Square. 
Two years later, this scene I hold 
in fond memory has become the 
backdrop for disaster. 
On the evening of Thursday, 
Jan. 12, 2017, less than half an 
hour before Tower of Power 
was scheduled to again take the 
stage at Yoshi’s, drummer Da-
vid Garibaldi and bassist Marc 
Van Wageningen were hit by an 
Amtrak train while they were 
crossing the road to the concert 
venue. Reports from Amtrak and 
Union Pacific suggest that the 
two had waited for a southbound 
freight train to pass, but hurrying 
to their performance, did not 
see the northbound Amtrak ap-
proaching. Yoshi’s general man-
ager Hal Campos told FOX KTVU 
that the train had thrown the two 
men a significant distance and 
that when he reached the scene 
of the collision, “They were on 
opposite sides of the train, and 
their arms and legs were twisted, 
and they were unconscious.” 
The two musicians were rushed 
to Highland Hospital. Updates 
from Tower of Power band leader 
Emilio Castillo posted to the 
band’s official Facebook page 
have shared that the two musi-
cians are recovering well but will 
likely remain in the hospital for 
some time. 
Tow e r  o f  Pow e r,  w h o  a r e 
known the world around for 
their signature soul and funk 
sound, have been performing for 
nearly 50 years. Garibaldi first 
joined the band in 1970. He has 
been honored as an inductee to 
the Percussive Arts Society Hall 
of Fame, and is considered one 
of the greatest funk drummer of 
all time. He suffered injuries to 
his head and face, but has been 
recovering swiftly. Van Wagenin-
gen, recurring Tower of Power 
bassist and member of the Tom-
my Igoe Groove Conspiracy was 
filling in for current TOP bassist 
Frank Rocco Prestia. Injured 
critically, he was placed in ICU 
for the first few days of his stay. 
Fans and fellow musicians 
have banded together in support 
of Garibaldi and Van Wagenin-
gen, not only sharing their words 
of love, but also contributing 
funds to pay for the musicians’ 
hospital bills. The Tommy Igoe 
Groove Conspiracy dedicated 
their already scheduled show at 
Yoshi’s on Tuesday. As of Friday 
Jan. 20, the joint fund for the two 
men’s bills has raised more than 
$53,000, surpassing the $50k 
goal in only a week. 
 With all my love, I wish the 
bumpsters a speedy recovery so 
they can return to playing the 
tunes that have taken the East 
Bay sound to all corners of the 
world. 
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BY MEGAN COLLINS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
PRESIDENT OBAMA‘S  legacy is debated by both  parties. (Courtesy of The White House)
Inaugural
Reflection 
“George Washington knew that 
the inauguration of the second 
president was more important 
than the inauguration of the first,” 
remarked Senator Toy Blunt of Mis-
souri, Chairman of the Inauguration 
Committee.
As President Trump said in his 
speech, Jan. 20 was not just the 
transition of power from one ad-
ministration to another, but from 
one party to another. The inaugura-
tion of the second president was so 
important because people were con-
cerned about the nature of the tran-
sition from their first experiment 
with an elected President—would 
it be peaceful? Would the defeated 
candidate object to the results? For 
many, Trump’s inauguration evoked 
the same concerns.
Protesters lined the gated en-
trances to the ticketed viewing areas 
of the ceremony, frustrating many 
of the viewers as they attempted to 
shove through. They called on the 
“snowflakes” to suck it up and go 
home because “these are Trump’s 
streets now.”
Once inside the gates, we were 
insulated from protests and instead 
were surrounded by a sea of “Make 
America Great Again” hats, red 
rain ponchos, and American flag 
embroidered clothes. I felt like I was 
transported to a Trump campaign 
rally, a bit of a culture shock to say 
the least.
I socialized with a woman next to 
me, who traveled by herself from Al-
ameda by Amtrak. Her children vot-
ed for Bernie Sanders and Jill Stein, 
but she voted for Trump because he 
promised that the people left behind 
would no longer be forgotten—and 
because Hillary was a “lying crimi-
nal.” I refrained from countering 
any of her claims because whatever 
I said would not change the reality 
of the situation: Donald Trump was 
about to become (and now is) our 
President. Nearly everyone there 
was celebrating it, while I was still 
coming to terms with it.
I know that there are many people 
like me who are also struggling to 
envision their roles in a society 
filled with tension and discontent. 
We reached this schism due to 
shortcomings by both Republicans 
and Democrats. At the Women’s 
March on Jan. 21, CNN political 
commentator Van Jones called on 
people of all political affiliations to 
“be better” by being more inclusive 
and respectful.
After reflecting on my experi-
ences at both the inauguration and 
the Women’s March, I am more de-
termined than ever to work toward 
compromise and mutual respect. 
President Trump in his inaugural 
address acknowledged, “We will face 
challenges. We will confront hard-
ships, but we will get the job done.” 
We may not be thinking about the 
same challenges or hardships or job 
getting done, but his message reso-
nates with any American worried 
about the future. With perseverance 
and courage, any job can get done. 
Now it is up to us to get to work.
Megan  took Jan Term 175 The 
Makings of a President: Campaigns, 
Elections, and the Makings of a Presi-
dent. She wrote in to The Collegian 
from Washington D.C.
As long as the extreme, often un-
compromising ideological version of 
today’s Republican party—a group 
that is fervently far right—continues 
to exist, there will be fervent critics 
of the progressive agenda of Barack 
Obama. Noting that, any assessment 
of his legacy should evaluate the suc-
cess of his progressive aims and also 
the success in meeting universally 
desired objectives such as national 
security or economic strength. On 
both counts, in everything from sav-
ing the economy from another Great 
Depression to cutting carbon emis-
sions, the Obama administration has 
been successful and will be remem-
bered approvingly by posterity. 
In terms of the economy, Obama’s 
policies dealing with the inher-
ited financial crisis slowly but surely 
helped lead the U.S. economy out of 
an abyss unlike any seen since the 
Great Depression. When he took 
office in early 2009, the economy was 
hemorrhaging an ungodly 700,000 
jobs a month, and unemployment 
would soon reach ten percent. Now, 
the economy has experienced a re-
cord 75 consecutive months of job 
growth with an average of nearly 
200,000 jobs added a month. The 
result has been a dwindling of the 
unemployment rate, from ten per-
cent in 2009 to 4.7 percent now. 
This turnaround didn’t happen 
on its own. During the crisis, the 
Obama administration injected a 
$800 billion stimulus into the failing 
economy, then saved the American 
auto industry and its thousands of 
jobs through a bail out and restored 
confidence in banks through a series 
of stress tests. General Motors was 
down to 75 cents a share in May 
2009. Now it is over $35. 
Despite the improvements, nay-
sayers somewhat rightly point to a 
couple factors working against the 
current picture of a healthy econo-
my. Firstly, the labor force partici-
pation rate (the share of Americans 
over 16 who are already working or 
still looking for a job) has stagnated 
at a shade under 63 percent—the 
lowest it has been since the 1970s. 
Secondly, growth in productivity 
hasn’t matched the pre-crisis levels, 
leaving many to blame Obama’s 
fiscal policy for the shortcoming. 
However, both blemishes have 
mostly arisen from structural issues. 
The lower labor participation can be 
attributed to demographic shifts, as 
the baby-boomer generation slowly 
exits the labor force. Furthermore, 
the slow growth phenomenon has 
been seen throughout the developed 
world. In fact, the U.S. economy 
has actually outperformed many 
of those countries in the new real-
ity of “slow-growth” in developed 
economies. So, even though there’s 
still room for improvement, make no 
mistake: Obama’s economic policies 
took us from the brink of collapse to 
a growing economy. 
Detractors will also point to an 
accumulating national debt under 
the Obama administration’s watch. 
Since he took office, the debt has 
risen from $10.5 trillion to nearly 
$20 trillion. However, they forget 
to mention that much of the yearly 
deficits leading to this debt don’t 
reflect some oft-blamed liberal 
fiscal irresponsibility. They reflect 
a necessary surge in spending to 
escape recession and an extension 
of the Bush tax cuts insisted upon by 
congressional Republicans. In other 
words, the surge in debt would’ve 
likely occurred under any president 
under the circumstances Obama 
found himself in. 
Non-economic aspects of Obama’s 
domestic affairs record also deserve 
recognition. Obamacare has trans-
formed the healthcare industry, de-
creasing the uninsured rate from 16 
percent to a record-low 8.4 percent. 
This has occurred despite recalci-
trant Republicans refusing to engage 
in the ancillary Medicaid expansion 
in 19 states. During his tenure, a 
strategy to help veterans has led 
to a 36 percent drop in veteran 
homelessness. Aggressive climate 
policies have cut carbon emissions 
nine percent. Median household 
income rose five percent in 2015, 
one of the largest annual increases 
the Census has ever recorded. The 
poverty rate went down by over a 
percentage point in 2015 for the first 
time since the 1960s. He reformed 
the student loan program and initi-
ated a $36 billion expansion of Pell 
Grants for low-income students. 
LGBT+ citizens can now serve in 
the military. His stimulus upgraded 
42,000 miles of road, 6000 miles of 
rail, and 2700 bridges. A new agency, 
the Consumer Protection Financial 
Bureau, oversees reckless mortgage 
brokers, preventing what originally 
fueled the crisis (Republicans now 
want to destroy it). Obama cut the 
deficit by over a trillion dollars, from 
$1.5 trillion to a projected $441 bil-
lion this year.
In foreign policy, Obama, like 
most presidents, found little prog-
ress in the Middle East but had land-
mark achievements elsewhere. He 
orchestrated a rapprochement with 
Cuba, restoring diplomatic relations 
with the island nation. He finalized a 
nuclear deal with Iran celebrated by 
experts but bashed by conservative 
sophists. Perhaps most importantly, 
he refrained from entangling the U.S. 
in any disastrous and costly wars like 
his predecessor did. 
Through his eight years in office, 
Obama conducted himself with an 
unnatural level of grace and dignity. 
He weathered hysterical, border-
line racist fixations on his religion, 
place of birth, and ultimate loyalty 
to the U.S. with a refreshing degree 
of decency worthy of the office he 
found himself in. This character, 
along with his accomplishments, 
explain the outgoing president’s 60 
percent approval rating. He will be 
remembered fondly by those who 
gave him a chance. 
BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
Opposing views: Barack Obama’s legacy
Some on the right have igno-
rantly stated that “Obama’s an 
idiot! Obama doesn’t know what 
he’s doing!” They couldn’t be more 
wrong. President Obama is unques-
tionably a very smart man, as well 
as an ambitious man. But, I believe 
his vision of the country that he 
wanted to create, the vision of the 
role that he would play in making 
those changes, and the vision of his 
legacy all amounted to him over-ex-
ercising executive powers domesti-
cally, while weakening America’s 
posture internationally. He felt 
that the way in which he was called 
to serve his country was to change 
his country. It seemed that  he was 
always looking to “Europeanize” 
the United States, when Europe has 
so many unique problems and part 
of America’s greatness was derived 
from the fact that it wasn’t Europe. 
I say this as someone from an im-
migrant family that fled to America 
because of its exceptionalism. Many 
immigrants feel the same and are 
worried when America looks to 
adopt big-government changes, 
which make America look more 
like the nations and regimes that 
they fled from. Thus, change is good 
when the changes are good – for, 
change alone does not necessitate 
progress. While he did achieve 
progress in some areas, he set 
America back in others.
President Obama seemed to 
believe that history was calling 
on him— destiny was selecting 
him—as the chosen one who would 
transform America into a country 
no longer hated by its enemies and 
no longer domestically plagued by 
its past injustices. This explains 
why he  often acting unilaterally, 
without the necessary consent of 
Congress. I have little criticism 
for his domestic ambitions—I do 
take issue with how he went about 
pursuing those ambitions. As much 
as he might have felt that Congress 
was obstructing him, Congress be-
came more and more Republican 
with each and every election during 
his eight years, going from Demo-
cratic majorities in both the House 
and Senate in 2009 to Republican 
majorities in both the House and 
the Senate in 2017. These Republi-
cans didn’t magically appear—they 
were elected by the people—and 
President Obama could have sought 
compromise and respected our na-
tion’s legislative framework.
Domestically, while his economic 
policies weren't enough to derail 
our economy, it did limit our ca-
pacity of recovery. Had he gotten 
the government to intervene in 
the economy more than he had, we 
would likely be sitting at something 
worse than the two percent GDP 
growth we are at now. Two percent 
is slow growth, but I understand 
that this man inherited an atrocious 
economy. President Obama allowed 
business cycles to do their part and 
naturally pull the economy out of a 
bust, to the chagrin of many critics 
of capitalism. 
Unfortunately, President Obama 
has the made the world a less safe 
place. Most people do agree that his 
early pull-out from Iraq was a short-
sighted, populist, move—not one 
grounded in military strategy and 
realities on the battlefield. This cre-
ated a power vacuum and paved the 
way for ISIS to emerge. The relative 
infrequency of our airstrikes in 
Iraq and Syria has prolonged ISIS’s 
existence and effectively allowed 
genocide to take place in those 
countries. He also struck a deal with 
the Iranians that was grounded 
in a relatively blind faith in the 
natural goodness of humanity. He 
took multilateral sanctions off of 
Iran, allowing billions of dollars to 
flow back to a regime which is one 
of the world’s worst human rights 
violators and has been actively 
pursuing the creation of nuclear 
weapons for the expressed purpose 
of mass destruction. The insur-
ances that Iran would deconstruct 
its nuclear program were largely 
based on nothing but the goodness 
of Iran’s word and check-ups by an 
international organization, which 
are advertised well in advance. Iran 
won’t have a nuke tomorrow, but 
they may have one the day after. 
And, in the meantime, they will 
utilize much of their new revenue 
to sponsor terrorism worldwide. 
They are the world’s leading state-
sponsor of terrorism and assuming 
that they will use the extra money to 
build hospitals rather than sponsor 
Hezbollah terrorist attacks is naïve. 
This was another example in which 
President Obama hoped that, sim-
ply by being nice to someone, they 
would magically become a “good 
guy.” Reality proved otherwise.
President Obama had hoped 
that his natural ability to be liked 
would get people from across the 
political spectrum to get behind his 
agenda – and, in some respects, it 
did. He assumed however, that his 
likability would extend beyond our 
borders and that by simply being 
a nice guy would magically spur a 
reconsideration of many nations’ 
and groups’ attitudes towards the 
United States. But the cynical real-
ity of the world—that evil does, in 
fact, exist and that it does not com-
promise—was the greatest failure of 
his presidency.
BY ANDREI SIMPSON-SATCHLIAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
President Obama’s “nice guy” act and inability to compromise plagued his presidency 
Through his ambitious domestic policy, President Obama leaves Americans better off 
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NASH VOLLENWEIDER tallied two singles wins and one doubles win. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)
Sports 
this week
WOMEN’S TENNIS
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Thurs. @ USF, 7:00 p.m.
Sat vs. Santa Clara, 1:00 p.m.
The Gaels (10-9, 5-3 WCC) look 
continue their strong defense 
after defeating Pacific and 
Pepperdine. They play Bay Area 
rivals San Francisco and Santa 
Clara this Thursday and Saturday, 
respectively.
Fri. @ Stanford, 2:00 p.m.
Saint Mary’s hits the road to 
take on No. 4 Stanford Friday 
afternoon. The Gaels were 
recently picked to finish second in 
the preseason WCC poll. 
BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
Men’s tennis kicks off spring season with dominance
Thurs. vs. USF, 8:00 p.m.
Sat. @ Santa Clara, 8:00 p.m.
After defeating Pacific and 
Pepperdine, the Gaels (17-2, 7-1 
WCC) look to continue their 
strong performances against Bay 
Area rivals, San Francisco and 
Santa Clara, this Thursday and 
Saturday, respectively.
managed to turn things around in 
the second, they ended up getting 
outscored in the quarter 18-11 by 
the Tigers and head into halftime 
with a modest 28-24 lead. 
Nevertheless, the Gaels never 
surrendered the lead they earned 
early on. Pacific’s GeAnne Luaulu-
Summers had a personal season-
high of 22 points, but Saint Mary’s 
held each of the remainder of Pa-
cific’s players to under seven points 
while holding the Tigers to just 29.7 
percent shooting for the game. 
The Gaels would outscore Pacific 
23-11 in the third quarter and hold 
their lead in the fourth despite get-
ting outscored 19-12 by the Tigers in 
the final frame. Stella Beck led the 
way in scoring for Saint Mary’s, hit-
ting three of her eight shots and all 
of her eight free throws for a team-
high 14 points. Sydney Raggio added 
ten points, while Carly Turner 
grabbed 13 rebounds in addition to 
adding six points for the Gaels. 
Two days later, the Gaels traveled 
to Malibu to take on Pepperdine. 
Bolstered by prolific three-point 
shooting and accuracy at the foul 
line, Saint Mary’s cruised to an 81-
60 victory over the Waves. 
The Gaels ended up shooting 10 
of 24 from the three-point line and 
15 of 16 from the charity stripe. 
Junior Carly Turner set the tone 
early for the Gaels. The Saint Mary’s 
guard hit the first of three of her 
three pointers 25 seconds into the 
game, giving the Gaels a lead they 
wouldn’t surrender. 
Devyn Galland led Saint Mary’s 
in the three-point category; all 12 
of her points came from behind the 
three-point line. Devon Brookshire 
scored a game-high 17 points on 
four of ten shooting. Megan McKay 
put up 12 points and grabbed six 
rebounds, while forward Sydney 
Raggio barely missed a double-
double with her eight points and 
12 rebounds. Finally, Stella Beck 
had a good all-around game with 10 
points, eight rebounds, and a team-
high four assists. 
As good as Saint Mary’s was 
offensively, they also flexed their 
defensive muscles. For the second 
consecutive game, the Gaels held 
their opponent to under 40 percent 
shooting. Furthermore, the Gaels 
found a way to contain Yasmine 
Robinson-Bacote, Pepperdine’s 
leading scorer and the fourth-
leading scorer among West Coast 
Conference players. 
Perhaps most importantly, the 
Gaels were careful with the ball. 
They’ve averaged 18 turnovers a 
game this season (compared to 15.1 
for their opponents), but they had 
just 15 Saturday afternoon against 
the Waves. 
The Gaels’ pair of wins now puts 
them in a tie with USF for third 
place in the conference and only 
a game behind the two first place 
teams, BYU and Gonzaga. This 
week, they travel across the bay for 
a big game against USF on Thurs-
day before coming back home for 
a Saturday afternoon game against 
Santa Clara.
Pacific
63
54
Saint Mary’s
DEVON BROOKSHIRE led all scorers with 17 points to lift the Gaels over the Waves on Saturday. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)
Gaels demonstrate solid defense in two road match-ups
BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Thanks to two rock-solid de-
fensive performances on the road 
last week, Saint Mary’s came away 
victorious in both of their confer-
ence matchups, defeating Pacific on 
Thursday and Pepperdine on Sat-
urday to ascend into a tie for third 
place in the West Coast Conference. 
With the pair of victories, the Gaels 
(10-9, 5-3 WCC) are winners of four 
of their last five contests. 
Saint Mary’s got things start-
ed early Thursday night, as they 
jumped out to a quick 17-6 lead 
over the then first-place Tigers in 
the first quarter before finishing up 
with a 63-54 victory. 
In that first quarter, Saint Mary’s 
responded to an early Tigers basket 
with a 10-0 run started by consecu-
tive Megan McKay layups. 
As well as the Gaels played in the 
first quarter, they played equally as 
shaky in the second. Saint Mary’s 
went cold from the field and be-
came careless with the basketball, 
committing seven turnovers and 
hitting just one of the three shots 
they managed put up early on in 
the quarter. Although the Gaels 
Pepperdine
81
60
Saint Mary’s
BASEBALL
Sat. Danville, 6:00 p.m.
First Pitch Dinner
Sun. Moraga, 12:00p.m.
Alumni Game
Men’s tennis started their spring 
season early last week after over 
two months of inaction following a 
successful fall season. The Gaels last 
competed Oct. 29 of last year when 
they hosted Cal, Santa Clara, Fresno 
State, and Holy Names University in 
the Saint Mary’s Invitational.
This time, Saint Mary’s played 
host to American River CC and 
Sonoma State at the Timothy Korth 
Tennis Complex Monday afternoon, 
and the results speak for themselves. 
The Gaels beat American River CC 
6-1 and Sonoma State 7-0 to begin 
their transition into the fall season.
Saint Mary’s head coach Greg 
Kennett’s squad didn’t wait around 
on Monday, as they swept doubles 
play with three wins. A duo of Nash 
Vollenweider and Jacob Lagman set 
the tone with a 6-3 win over Ameri-
can River’s Tam Duong and Alessio 
Paro. A team of Calvin Jordaan and 
Brian Lee followed suit, defeating 
Eric De Romas and Cody Duong 6-4. 
Finally, Manuel De Luis Lamelas and 
Matis Bot defeated Justin Barton 
and Michael Vizcarra to hand the 
Gaels the sweep.
Bot and Jordaan—both newcom-
ers to Kennett’s team—played played 
well in their respective Saint Mary’s 
debuts. Bot hails from France, while 
Jordaan is a native of South Africa. 
The Gaels found success against 
American River in the afternoon 
singles matches as well, winning 
five of their six matches. Lamelas, 
Bot, and Lagman all won in straight 
sets, while Vollenweider and Lee 
both took three sets to defeat their 
opponents. 
The Gaels took on the Sea Wolves 
of Sonoma State in the afternoon 
and possibly topped their morning 
performance from earlier in the 
day. Lamelas and freshman Jackson 
Hawk formed a duo that took down 
Sonoma’s Mitchel Heckmann and 
Dylan King 6-2. Bot and Lagman 
also teamed up for the Gaels, and 
they defeated Blaine Mengert and 
Sullivan Roche 6-4. 
In singles play, the Gaels faired 
even better. Lamelas made quick 
work of his opponent first, winning 
6-1, 6-3. Junior Matthew Campana 
followed soon after with a 6-1, 6-4 
win over Roche. Lagman and Vol-
lenweider also won in straight sets 
in the afternoon singles matches, 
giving the Gaels straight-sets wins 
in five of their six singles matches. 
Calvin Jordaan represented the 
sixth singles win for the Gaels over 
the Sea Wolves. 
The Gaels were scheduled to 
continue their slate of home con-
tests by hosting UC Santa Cruz 
and Holy Names on Saturday, but 
severe weather forced the teams to 
postpone for a later date. 
Nevertheless, with their displays 
of dominance in Moraga earlier in 
the week and a roster mixed with 
youth and experience, the Gaels 
seemed primed to build off a strong 
fall season with an even better spring 
one. Saint Mary’s sees action Friday 
next week when they take on No. 72 
Fresno State that afternoon at the 
Timothy Korth Tennis Complex. 
SPORTS
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Gaels roll through Pacific, Pepperdine in home stand
Social media in NFL Playoffs: Hurting or helping football?
BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
SPORTS EDITOR
BY DJ PFEFFERKORN
STAFF WRITER
CALVIN HERMANSON AND JOE RAHON led the Gaels in their victories over Pacific and Pepperdine, respectively.  (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)
After a three-game road trip, No. 
23 Saint Mary’s returned home 
Thursday for a match against Uni-
versity of the Pacific (8-12, 2-5 
WCC). The Gaels defeated the 
Tigers 62-50 to remain undefeated 
in home conference play. Calvin 
Hermanson led the Gaels and Tigers 
with 17 points.
The Gaels then faced Pepperdine 
on Saturday in a packed McKeon 
Pavilion. With the roar of Gael Force 
and the cheers from the band, the 
Gaels defeated the Waves 85-65. 
Joe Rahon matched his season high 
with 14 points. The Gaels now lift 
their overall record to 17-2 and their 
conference record to 7-1.
The match between the Gaels and 
the Tigers was full of unanswered 
runs. The Gaels started off strong 
with an 11-3 run. Included in the 
run were three-pointers from Joe 
Rahon, Evan Fitzner, and Calvin 
Hermanson. The Gaels made it rain 
threes with 13 total from behind 
the arc.
With the score 30-11, the Gaels 
held their largest lead of the game, 
19 points, at the 6:40 mark in the 
first half. The Tigers soon cut the 
Gaels lead to five points with a 12-0 
run. Thankfully, Rahon drained a 
bucket to end the run and the half 
33-25.
Hermanson took the offensive 
lead for the Gaels with seven of their 
first 11 points in the second half. He 
also led the game with 17 points and 
shot 5-for-12 from the field with 
32-minutes of play.
“We can’t relax when we go up 
big early,” Hermanson commented 
on the Gaels allowing the Tigers to 
go on a big run. “We did a good job 
in the second half coming out right 
away and putting another run to-
gether.” With a 42-34 lead, the Gaels 
put the Tigers away with a 10-0 run 
with just under 10 minutes left in 
the second half.
Jock Landale grabbed his seventh 
double-double of the season with 10 
points and 10 rebounds. Joe Rahon 
recorded nine points and nine as-
sists and Tanner Krebs helped off 
the bench the Gaels with nine points 
all from behind the three-point arc. 
With efficient and dominant ball 
movement, the Gaels were able to 
defeat the Tigers with 19 assists and 
23 field goals. “That’s how we like to 
play,” said Hermanson. “We know 
we’re a very unselfish team and just 
try to find the open man every time.”
 “We won against a team that’s 
good, experienced, and physical, 
who plays good defense—I felt good 
about that. But we were inconsis-
tent in areas in both halves” said 
head coach Randy Bennett; he was 
most likely referring to the Gaels 
allowing the Tigers to go on a 12-0 
run in the first half.
Saturday night, the Gaels faced 
the Pepperdine Waves in a revenge 
match up. Last year, the Waves de-
feated the Gaels twice and handed 
them two of their three conference 
losses. This year the Gaels made 
sure that would not happen again. 
Head coach Randy Bennett talked 
to his team about protecting the 
Pavilion. “We were 20-1 at home last 
year and these are the guys that got 
us. We take a lot of pride in protect-
ing our home court,” Bennett said.
The Gaels made a statement by 
defeating the Waves 85-65. In the 
first 12 minutes, Joe Rahon matched 
his season high of 14 points. In the 
first half, he was a direct contribu-
tion to 10 of the Gaels 19 fields. He 
finished the game with 22 points, 
3-3 from behind the arc, 9-for-13 
from the field, five assists, and two 
steals. Jock Landale also made a 
huge contribution with 15 points 
and 10 rebounds his eighth double-
double of the season.
With the roar of Gael Force, the 
Gaels stormed through the Waves, 
while individually commanding the 
floor. In the first half, the Gaels held 
a lead as high as 21 before the Waves 
drained five unanswered baskets. 
With the Waves run, the Gaels kept 
their composure, something Rahon 
says the Gaels try to maintain. “We 
try to stay calm and keep our com-
posure,” Rahon said. “That’s where 
playing together all last year helps.” 
In the last five minutes of the first 
half, the Gaels went on an 18-5 run.
The second half saw domination 
by the Gaels. In the final 4:58, the 
Waves were held to only one field 
goal. The Gaels 85-65 win was one 
of pride, but Bennett reminded 
fans that, “We respect [the Waves] 
because they got us three times in 
the last three years. Not many teams 
have, they have. No chance we were 
looking by them.”
The Gaels face the University 
of San Francisco Dons in McKeon 
Pavilion on Thursday, Jan. 26 at 8 
p.m. The game can be watched live 
on CSN Bay Area. 
Ever since Brian Bosworth 
essentially formed the term 
“modern athlete” from his radical 
hairstyles and tactics throughout 
his football career, the term has 
transformed dramatically, as now 
every athlete is expected to cre-
ate and have their own “brand.” 
We see athletes achieving this in 
various ways, promoting them-
selves through fashion, adver-
tisements, music, and of course, 
social media.
Recently, two controversial 
instances took place in the NFL. 
The first involved the bizarre 
picture of the New York Giants’ 
wide receivers taken on a yacht in 
Miami a week before their playoff 
game against the Green Bay Pack-
ers. The second involved Antonio 
Brown’s Facebook Live broadcast 
capturing derogatory remarks 
toward the New England Patri-
ots said by Steelers head coach 
Mike Tomlin during a post-game 
locker-room speech.
Even though both instances 
were considered mishaps that 
involved social media, the Anto-
nio Brown situation draws more 
of a red flag than the New York 
Giants’ trip to Miami mainly 
because of the setting and timing 
of the situation. Understandably, 
superstar athletes like Odell 
Beckham Jr. and Antonio Brown 
now have more responsibility 
and perhaps pressure to show-
case the brand they create of 
themselves. What’s an easier 
way of doing it than posting for 
millions of people to see on social 
media?
The few players on the New 
York Giants that took the trip 
to Miami a full week before the 
playoff game technically never 
did anything wrong, because 
head coach Ben McAdoo gives his 
players the day off on Monday’s 
to do whatever they please. Sec-
ondly, many people said that the 
players should have waited until 
after the season to take a trip to 
Miami. However, partying a week 
before a playoff game isn’t going 
to be the main reason for a poor 
performance.
Beckham Jr.’s poor perfor-
mance and the Giants loss to the 
Packers on Wild Card Weekend 
wasn’t because Beckham Jr. and 
some of the players went to party 
in Miami a whole week before 
the game. It’s more reasonable to 
blame other factors, such as the 
greatness of Aaron Rodgers, the 
injury to their vicious pass rusher 
Jason Pierre-Paul, and maybe the 
nerves that developed from the 
first playoff appearance for Beck-
ham Jr. and Sterling Shepard.
The other incident is differ-
ent. The case of Antonio Brown’s 
Facebook Live video after the 
divisional playoff win against 
the Kansas City Chiefs was a 
completely unacceptable and 
selfish act. In fact, according to 
the NFL’s policy that was placed 
in 2009, players are not allowed 
to post on social media on game 
days from 90 minutes before 
kickoff until after traditional me-
dia interviews have taken place. 
So, Brown violated league policy 
as well as the perception of the 
locker room as a “sacred place” 
for players. This often goes by the 
phrase “what is said in the locker 
room, stays in the locker room,” 
a rule Los Angeles Lakers point 
guard D’Angelo Russell didn’t 
comprehend his rookie year, 
resulting in a dark shadow cast 
around him for a period.
The worst part about this in-
cident was that Antonio Brown 
either didn’t have a clue or didn’t 
care that head coach Mike Tomlin 
was giving a post-game speech. 
He continued to record, captur-
ing language that Tomlin didn’t 
intend for the rest of the world to 
hear. However, it was too late, as 
around 900,000 people saw the 
video before it was deleted and 
instantly created a headline that 
will continue to lead the way to 
the AFC Championship game on 
Sunday, Jan. 22. On Monday, Jan. 
16, Tomlin publicly addressed 
his disappointment in Brown 
and admitted that Brown will be 
punished while not punishing the 
team in the process. Brown also 
apologized for the incident and 
admitted what he did was wrong, 
yet he still didn’t give a clear an-
swer as to whether he was going 
to continue the Facebook Live 
videos. One of his teammates said 
that it was just “AB being AB.” 
Hopefully, that doesn’t affect 
the chemistry of the team and 
arguably the best wide receiver 
in the NFL. 
It is understandable that mod-
ern athletes and superstars need 
to use social media in order to 
broadcast their brand to millions 
of people, but it is important to 
consider the setting and image 
they are representing. For ex-
ample, Johnny Manziel was not 
very good at presenting a positive 
image of himself, which in return 
contributed to his downfall. 
LeBron James is a professional 
at knowing when it is appropri-
ate to broadcast himself to the 
world. For example, in the NBA 
playoffs he partakes in what he 
calls, a “Social media blackout.” 
The incident involving the New 
York Giants obviously wasn’t 
the reason why they lost to the 
Packers, but I do question why 
they were wearing Timberlands 
on a yacht in Miami when it had 
to be warm outside.
Although Antonio Brown is 
arguably the best wide receiver 
in the NFL, he needs to learn that 
there is a time and place for ev-
erything, and it’s not just the AB 
show all of the time. In the end, 
the team always comes first, and 
that is a message that he needs 
to understand and pass on to the 
kids that look up to him. 
Saint Mary’s
50
62
Pacific
Saint Mary’s
65
85
Pepperdine
Why I’m okay with the New York Giants, but not Antonio Brown
